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FCC MAIL ROOM

14413 Keeneland Circle
N. Potomac, MD 20878

November 15, 1993

secretary of the FCC

¢/o Office of the Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M 5t Nw

washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir

| am writing to express my strong opposition to your proposal to charge a $7
annual “user fee” to holders of Marine YHF radio licenses. This would be in
sddition to the $35 already charged for renewal for each five year period.

The primary purpose of the Marine VHF radio is safety. It is the only
reliable way to contact the US. Coast Guard or other authorities in the event of an
emergency. This i1l founded and unreasonable fee will simply make it Jess likely
that recreational boaters will be able to have a VHF radio available, placing lives
and property at risk.

ur Federal Government continues under the erroneous and unfortunate
misconception that boaters are wealthy "fat cats”™ who can and should be taxed to
extinction. The truth is that the averwhelming majority of boaters are middle
class who have chosen boating as a wholesome family recreational activity. The
folly of over-taxing boaters has been demonstrated with the repeal of the Juxury
tax and federal user fee after it became clear how damaging these taxes where to
all of those who depend on the recreational boating industry for their livelihood. |
pelieve that your proposed annual “user fee” is fundamentally unfair and will
resuit 1n a reduction in the availability of VHF Marine radios and the critical
ability of recreational boaters to summan help in an emergency.

Sincerely

Richard S. Schifreen No. of rec'd - 12:
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